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“Be not carried abou with diver and strange doctrines” Raeint: A 


«Tux Gospel was ear meas one eer 
itsmatare. .. While the, ig.comr were yet livi teat 
sinuated themselves into the churches planted by the 


daizing teachers sadder tha diaciplon, that, dey ast be einem 
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ay oe age a ener the exhortation which. have now 
read. This particular form of doctrine has passed, Away 3 
others have take: its. place; .so,that always and eve 
exhortation is pertinent ; and more ially in this age « 
uiry, and consequent diversity, of religious doctrine.) 

wp duty inculculated is that of stability in the Christian ai k: 
—which. it.will be my. object now to. enforce. ) ty 

“Be not carried about with. diverse and strange. “docttimen.” 
The allusion, is to, ships, at,sea, . Like these driven by contrary 
winds, are, unestablished minds,under the influence. of * diverse 
mG APRREN: 4 Pao RPE mee BO be circur 
you cannot be save y tell you that you must 
fasts and feasts of the Jewish, ritual or you.are heretics pope 
matics ; without the pale of the church and the blessings of they 
venant.', Do. not hearken to them.,, You see the. effect,on the 
who do, ; They are tossed to and.fro,as veasels in.a stormy (1 
are. driven out)of their course and .threatened , with destru 
pn dite nn pone = mb fe believed 

profess now. one thing,and now another; and d goons i i 
of the faith and a.good.eonscience.” 

dy ihe doctrines. referred. sorene.dlagenibed sn being. ab 
strange,’ —diverse, as. they are inconsistent with each 
i i sla ate aes with the Grultaemies 
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y is to Stephen, Prroctange mh and perhaps other holy and 
men won en tC ach ud row mar 
must a on. them postle 
w6uld have them ee ag Te ga ey hich those men embraced, 
wat ehinhs seeeniebl tai so honorably in their course of life and 
See nee pcs, oe rete eg reilly wr ol 
minous death... ‘*Jesus,Christ,”” he adds, ‘‘ the. same yesterday, to 
areal forever,” always able, always willing to sustain those who 
jae bs he ecm, Seely Seng 20 His oo tay sonal Ge. 
manner e same, on Him as their eternal roc 
Be not carried about with: inconsistent alike with the faith 
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therein.” © The Gospel is a scheme’ of grace. this it 
is shed from ¢€ » fille: ache. Whatever dente 
Wy, 2 or frustrate the grace of/God in the salvation nage a 
people—his grace in their effectual calling by the working of ‘his 
at troche aa atiath by his, indwelling ah 
Christ ce in on in t 
unto eternal hia granite their election, before pre 
of the Sol ana teendai* Sy Whandanie peed -abhadeiataneean 
are diverse and strange. It ig therefore “ good, af wet 
Sia She pee’ 48 alla’ of rw, “ that tere 
tab ” in a firm reliance on the grace of God, as’ here revealed, 
a hot on a distinction. of meats as clean or unclean, tes 
th sbroqued vtea 


T.” That we be ‘not ion With Severed ana sainage igus: 
trines, then, it is ite, in the first place, that we take the word 
of God for'the stan of ‘our faith. It ‘is our blessed 
my brethren, as it was of the Hebrews to ‘whom Paul wrote, 
Set ne canenercaer anes 
in his name to ‘to every creature, ‘withthe’ TO 
mise of the Holy thenr into alt trath, have 0k 
fhe word of God; howe ananscooen amaeae 

of the New Testatient, which they; by tle” 
donee ofGed here given wun, end in the 
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mcsindrendicenciansttenteusndenteae —— ! 
decide what he is to believe.” doawinnetiy. ny rales ¢ 
and as diverse and strange ‘doctrines-as there are diverse und 
posite decisions of man’s frail,’ e 
say, ‘the Talmud or oral law; and the second law, to 
ther with the. tures of the Old and New Testaments ret 
tule. of faith, all ‘equal authority "“and’ so, while ‘the t Scriptire 
for these two centuries have been read in their synat 
sabbath days shey:by, general consents their hers did 
them, have. rejected him in | tabpwetiaaet eno aiaian 
festly fulfilled... mia say, ‘the writings 
decrees of the popes and councils, have equal autho bret 
Scriptures of the Oldand fess i lg The . 
do aot contain all that is necessary’to salvation and- # bi ft 
cient, a8 the rule of faith. ‘They are obseure and it is not for the cot 
mon people to read them. Tradition, ‘whether it 4:4 ds matters 
OF practice is to be received as the true interpretation "6 
enya deer rcFertm winch 
to pray: to the virgin to’ an 7 
confession to priests, to. purchase absolution with sor. wil 
money, to refuse meats whieh God has sanctified, and fob ite 
riage, to depend on the outward ‘in baptisin: as"¢ 
the inward grace, and the material in the Lord’s as” 
giving eternal life.. Thousands of Protestants so called, hse 


also, who while they’ profess:to reverence the ‘Bible, as : 
the word. of Gad,-yet do not receive it, as Son A ie tn wo 
‘‘God,” they say, “revealed to the prophets see | great 
tate of lion, and Te them communi = , 
Pan away, saben on cap eates 
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the word. of the Spirit... They:care nothing for the tettet of ‘the 
Scriptures, the plain sense of the Bible, a 

has its, teachings, er a solemn observanee of divine or 
tines tn ordnancs—voy not of the testimony of Cod hal 


to what is truth... rent = 1 tgs: ‘brethren; shall we not be 
carried away with these ae _ To the 
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must, decide us... Para ndateine “Phere” 
se is caper antetheocfipas seoeldvontbvorier 
ith at the dictation ‘of a.self-created priesthood, with no thoaght 


iny of your own, and. if all men would do the same, then 
‘thes i mato rgd daca eer unless you are pre- 


























riting in this, world. Then are they alone to be received by: us 
rule of faith...“ Weare of God,” they say who wrote them t 
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STABILITY IN THE CHR-STIAN FAITH. 


Chiviitian ‘thinisiors, tbe j ihe. teachers whona.G d. has or 
dained to instruct us. in jaca igs that our faith and hopemay 
be in God, gals iy i pa la ge fe each Js 21 
truth the word of God. Helpers of our faith, we need,as.of every, 
other concern temporal and spiritual ; but then are mortal menour. 
best ee when most they hide themselves behind the efful- 
gency of those divine glories which they make to shine out’ 

It was the part of a noble mind in the Jews of Berea, 
to the aocredited teachers of the Gospel, with all readinessof mind, 
and, having done this, to search the Scriptures to, see, if, these. 
things were so. Had they not done both these, they 
lieved. So must we do, would we not be carried about. with sat, 
wind of doctrine ; would we have settled. opinions in . 
opinions which we shall know are. justified by the truth,of, G 
and will stand confirmed in the light of eternity. Wait 

I have said we must become acquainted with the true, scheme of 
faith. There is a scheme of faith—a gore of , 
of truth—whose parts are mutually dependent and inseparably 
connected, and by the knowledge ue Shear which, therefore, the;trath.of 
the whole and of every part, commends itself with, 
power to the mind. It is, as I said before, essentially a scheme of: 
grace. It supposes mankind, with no distinction, to be. natur 
fallen and perishing of eternal death and ex AO It 
——under the power of sin, and beyond:all reasonable hope 
recovery—dependent therefore on the grace of God, Piste first 
to the last, for the blessings of salvation. That grace, as flowing, 
forth to believers through the atonement of Chriss, am fp 
quickening and sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit—the 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in the great 
demption, it is the peculiar glory of the Gospel to reveal. These | 
doctrines are so wrought into every part of the scriptures, are, #0. 
dependent on each other, and so united in one harmoniousscheme,, - 
and withal they so commend themselves to every man’s Ap 
science, that it is not for any one who has once seen. 
they stand in the heat of tide a ay chorwieda to SAE . 
or hearken for a moment to doctrines, diverse and plausible as. _ 
they may be, which are ‘tothem.. There.are individuals, ,, 
know, who have fallen aw ma good confession into-one, error... 
after another, and some sp have landed in downright: infi+ . 
delity ; but how many of them, when they witnessed that .confes- 
sion, blindly assented to forms of doctrine which they. had been. 
taught, without ever truly understanding and believing the; doe-.,. 
trines themselves, which those forms were intended to 


another day will show. Some have said that. they always 
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in view of which they. are called forth, are as transient ad’ theveire* 
cumstances which gave them beings *. =. 9) Saket 

- What-are those things which are the main subjects : 
doctrine? They are the living God, our Creator, our Sovereign’ 
Disposer, our Supreme Ruler, our Final J They are Jesus* 
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said and. fe renee say 
personal ministry, authorise, and endow his disciples : 
seal the testimony and publish it abroad 


notices 
struction and salvation, not of ministers and divines phat tO 
“every creature!” Surely, then, there is no reasonable creature 
a li ay oy ee ry A YR 
her ce ar ss Ba 
beyond measure is. enlightened and steadfast. faith, 
not,only, on acconat of ito. infinence upon ourselves, but:also on: 
aeceunt of its influence saa a pees We cannot.our- 
selves be carried about with doctrines, without 
EIT SS 
y on in the way 
How great is the evil or the good done m this manner, eternity 
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to him their happ “their fellowship. 
as to eyes, y in- 
socnate in the hope of eternal. life. oe 
other teachers.come indirect from J 
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divine grace in the Gospel ? ‘Towhat peor, ort th 4 
leve God, without | se ‘that truth » oer i foe 
seen and-his claims are felt? Or; to-exhort pod Bron 





grace, without leading them on frat dtep to wtep ia thit & ge" 
of God; in.the view of whose glory alone iti. posible thet hey 
should, be changed after his image from glory to g 26 hy. 
deed needful office who’ comes and: me what T 
must do, tells me-that I am F Soar dette Pre 
but he who, at the same’ time, so ‘before me’ Obj 
faith—the who, through the so takes of the 
them to. me, that’ I am constrained to di 
secppasite er sehcOe mee 
of the that ni Tt was,’ 
ier ths improin ‘on-beae pat 
Jesus Christ,” as one who is eavatiiestiep ' in’ ste words oft 
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divine truth, and « of. its “influences in sustaining” 
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dettitax tis desert tuk jotogrutl? 95 
Mp Anetiresiet die, chnah/pihrallbact-anpptes didleisalige: 
a ee Oe eer 
of this subject on the present occasion, farther thanas it. 
mie in coi eeay w  oTamaiy 
and age, and the causes of it are everywhere 
multiplied. On account an able and faithful minister is the 
more highly to be prized; and we the more rejoice with you in 
the t now opened to you. The solemn 
the apse ae ee Sie ee ee 
are designed to consummate, I need not explain to y : 
chglan:at wne-te he te paea, wlaetee ot Clan; amie eae 
tio to the office—of one to be to you and your children the mes- 
senger of the Lord of Hosts, and to watch for your souls with 
ference to the day when you and he must stand before. the jx 
ment-seat of Christ to receive your sentence for eternity—of on 
to meet you from Sabbath to Sabbath in public assembly, there to 
lead your worship before the throne of , and dispense to 
the word of life, and by all the influences he can or 
down upon you and your children, make it the 
his life to form you and them for a glorious im 
single transaction is there in the progress of nol 
will remember with deeper interest in the 
this transaction you will naturally suppose 
dresses you feels.a peculiar interest. PT he feelings of a father 
towards him on whom your choice has fallen cannot fe but embrace 
those to whom he is to sustain so dear and sacred a relation; while 
the years that have fled away since once, in youthful days, Tstood 
in this sacred place, before him who for nearly half a century had 
been your pastor, admonish me that I must soon have done with 
earthly things. Should he who is now to succeed to his place re- 
main in it half that time, and be to you a faithful minister of Christ, 
and should you receive him as such, and obey the word by him 
to you in the name of the Lord, and, after you and I 
he shall have finished our coutee, should we all meet before 
the of Him who died for all, washed from our sins in his 
blood, then shall I give thanks to God that he gave me sucha _-son, _ 
and made him such, and you, that he gave you such a minister, and 
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